The Royal Women's Hospital of Melbourne has updated information previously published as two volumes ('Drugs and pregnancy' and 'Drugs and breastfeeding') to create this new, combined resource. It includes over 900 drugs available in Australia. This book is not a pocket-sized reference, however the ring-bound format means that it is easily left open on the desk.
Following the introduction and guidelines for use, the general medicines information section provides broad, but somewhat limited, details on selected pharmacotherapeutic classes. The final chapters cover the most common symptoms that patients present with, including pain, fatigue, gastrointestinal, respiratory and psychiatric symptoms. The approach of assessing and managing each symptom is systematic and well described.
This book is an excellent, succinct source of reliable palliative care information. It is also available in an electronic version, which includes all the supporting references.
